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ESCALATING. 
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Write to Malik
You can write to M

alik at:

M
alik M

uham
m

ed #400523
Kirkland Reception and Evaluation Center Unit F3A-203

4344 Broad River Rd Colum
bia SC 29210

M
alik’s com

m
unications are currently very restricted, although they m

ay
not be able to respond quickly, they would still deeply appreciate receiving
letters.

M
alik has requested

 that people
 write

 their address in
 their letters

because they no longer have access to their address book.

They are not allowed to receive photographs or newspapers until they are
transferred again.

If you are interested in providing additional m
ethods of support,

please em
ail freem

aliknow@
proton.m

e
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Control Unit Torture, art by Kevin “Rashid” Johnson



Kids M
arching, art by Kevin “Rashid” Johnson

Our Challenge
1.

Read Blood in M
y Eye by G

eorge Jackson, and/or Open Veins of
Latin Am

erica by Eduardo G
aleano.

2.
W

rite a letter to M
alik, answering the following prom

pts:

a)
W

hat is a discovery you m
ade while reading the book(s)? It

can be a personal discovery or som
ething you learned.

b)
Both of these books were published in the early 70s, but have
clear relevance to the present day. W

hy do you think these
books are so relevant 50 years later?

c)
W

hat brings you hope from
 these texts?

d)
Thank M

alik for recom
m

ending these books (even if you’ve
already read them

)!



For over a week, M
alik M

uhammed effectively
vanished inside the prison system. No answers.
No

 
confirmation.

 
Just

 
a

 
string

 
of

contradictions from
 the Oregon Department of

C
orrections and affiliated facilities, claims that

they were “at court,” moved to a “confidential
location,” or simply no longer there ...

M
alik was only located after they were able to

send a letter. T
hey are now being held nearly

3,000 miles away at the K
irkland R

eception
and Evaluation C

enter, an intake facility inside
South C

arolina's prison system.

M
oving someone from

 one state prison system
to another across the country is rare. Doing so
while refusing to disclose their location, and
cutting them

 off
 from

 legal counsel and
community

 
support, 

signals
 
something

 
else

entirely: escalation. 1
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Who is Malik?
M

alik M
uham

m
ed is a Q

ueer, Black, and Palestinian Radical Anarchist
from

 chicago, illinois. They have a beautiful son and fam
ily back hom

e in
the m

idwest.

Their first m
em

ory of rebellion was refusing to stand for, or say, the pledge
of allegiance; their first protest was after the m

urder of Trayvon M
artin.

They travelled across the country, ending up in portland, oregon. M
alik

was one of m
any Black Anarchists part of the 2020 popular uprising,

organizing and fighting am
eriKKKan oppression. W

hen local and national
m

ilitias attacked, M
alik allegedly resisted using DIY m

unitions.

I
 believe it was a week or so before G

eorge
Floyd was murdered, and a kid named  Dreasjon
R
eed in indianapolis was shot dead by some

pigs... T
hen I

 saw the video of G
eorge Floyd, and

I
 heard that 'I

 can't breathe' again... I
 was

literally 
hearing it again... it was so visceral,

because that was a situation I
 was in, being

choked to death and beaten by pigs... I knew that
I needed to do something. 2

They were subsequently taken political prisoner in an act of repression,
violently isolating them

 from
 the m

ovem
ent and society both through

im
prisonm

ent and state propaganda.

O
riginally, am

eriKKKan prosecutors told M
alik's legal team

 that their case
would rem

ain in oregon state, but Biden’s Attorney G
eneral, M

errick
G

arland, urged the federal governm
ent to bring M

alik's case to the federal
level to set an exam

ple across am
eriKKKa.

2
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O

regon,” Final Straw Radio, August 17, 2025.



Neo-liberal m
edia

 quickly followed
 suit, pushing

 an
 outside-agitator

narrative to isolate M
alik further. The outside agitator narrative is present

day colonial m
ythology; colonial oppression is everywhere and m

ust be
m

et with resistance everywhere.

They were charged on both the state and federal level with two 10 year
sentences, to be served concurrently, the longest of any political prisoner
in 2020.T

hey wanted to appear as hard on left-wing
extremists as they were on right-wing extremists...
A
nd

 
it's

 
interesting, 

because 
now

 
all 

those
January 6 rioters are free. 3

Just as the prison violently isolates people from
 society, the prison isolates

prisoners from
 each other through solitary confinem

ent, also known as the
hole. Solitary is a torture practice. Prolonged sensory deprivation, social
isolation, and restricted m

ovem
ent, like prison, is disabling. It is a severe

form
 of psychological and physical abuse. 4

It's also a huge part of the prison's system
atic repression. By isolating

political prisoners, the
 prison

 m
akes it harder for those

 who
 have

organizing skills to use them
, m

eanwhile, people in solitary wither away
m

entally and physically under constant torture.

Investigations can keep you in the hole for 180
days, like I

 said, without even a charge. T
hen

even when you're in IMU, that 180-day minimum
can

 
go

 
up

 
to

 
36

 
months

 
and

 
indefinite

if they just don't know what to do with you. 5

The am
eriKKKan prison system

 has continuously transferred M
alik and

thrown them
 in the hole, num

erous tim
es. M

alik spent m
ost of 2025 in
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and organizing spaces. I'll grow ties, build bonds, and forge relationships 
that will endure lifetim

es full of revolutionary love, rage, and solidarity. 

I'll never stop fighting for the people. I'll live, fight, and die for them
 

because I love the people. Because I am
 the people, not the pig. And 

those that are with m
e, I hope it's not out of pity, but cuz you realize this 

shit is killing you, too, however m
uch m

ore softly. 

O
urs is a love, rage, and solidarity that recognizes no im

aginary border 
lines, abandons the constructs of tim

e, perm
eates through walls, bars, 

and prison gates. It stays like the roots of an oak, stands tall as the fir, and
m

ay bend as the willow but defies gravity still and won't break. O
ur love 

persists like daisies pushing through sidewalk cracks and dandelions 
blown through the wind, from

 a child's wish. 

I sit on the floor in this cell, m
eant for two but room

ing three, awaiting the 
ticking clock to send m

e to what will be m
y residence for the next four 

years. And I am
 reassured, steadfast, and ready. This is an opportunity to 

m
eet new people, organize in a new space, a new state. To do whatever I 

feel called to, by m
y creator and m

yself. It feels like part of the plan, 
Allah's plan. I will rem

em
ber that resistance is essence. And no m

atter the
circum

stances, I'll sow seeds of revolutionary love, rage, and solidarity.

At this tim
e, they only give m

e two envelopes per m
onth and four sheets 

of paper. I have to buy things from
 the "cadre" that work the units. It's 

gross, prisoners exploiting prisoners, but that's the deal. If I don't respond 
right away to your letters, I will when I can.

If anyone from
 m

y queer Ashville com
m

unity would reach out, I'd love to 
talk m

ore about the com
m

unity you're forging there. I'd love to know if 
there are any groups like CARE out here.

Love Rage & Solidarity, M
alik

solitary confinem
ent at snake river "corrections" Institution (SRCI) before

being trafficked to eastern oregon "corrections" Institution (EO
CI).

O
n M

arch 2
nd 2026, eastern oregon "correctional" institution declared

M
alik a security threat and threw

 them
 in solitary confinem

ent after they
publicized EO

CI's anti-M
uslim

 abuse and neglect during Ram
adan.

They were accused of racketeering for inviting fellow
 prisoners to study

political books: Blood in M
y Eye by G

eorge Jackson, and O
pen Veins of

Latin Am
erica by duardo G

aleano. There is no other way to put it: this
scared O

DO
C. 

ODOC
 created a fictitious reason to put me in

the hole, then created an in-house R
IC

O
 charge

because the other wouldn't stick. 

T
hey

 
painted

 
the

 
blog

 
and

 
fundraiser

 
as

racketeering and spreading propaganda. T
he DR

[
]

disciplinary report
 (I

 wish I
 still had it) was

as ridiculous as the R
IC

O
 charge on the Stop

C
op C

ity siblings. 6

T
hey wrote it in such a way to convince their

superiors I was a threat to be sent away. 7

The
 am

eriKKKan
 prison

 system
 subsequently

 interstate
 com

pact
transferred them

 2,500 m
iles to south carolina on M

arch 30th, 2026, to:

1.
Isolate them

 from
 their support network inside and out, and legal

team
.

2.
W

eaken avenues for pressure cam
paigns.

3.
Deter M

alik and other organizers through system
atic censorship

and fear. 

6
M

att Scott, “W
hat’s Happening W

ith the Cop City Dom
estic Terrorism

, RICO
 

Charges?,” Atlanta Com
m

unity Press Collective, January 16, 2026.
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m
ed, “Update From
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alik Speaks, M

ay 7, 2026.



south carolina is an am
eriKKKan legal jurisdiction built to work against

prisoners. It has especially strict rules on visitation and com
m

unications.
south carolina is rare in that it m

aintains that prisoners “lose the privilege
of speaking to the news m

edia when they enter south carolina departm
ent

of ‘corrections.’”

This m
eans M

alik faces even m
ore censorship in south carolina. It is

harder to reach them
 1:1, and with surveillance, even if press reaches out

anyways, the lines will likely be cut. This creates an even further sense of
surveillance while they navigate a com

pletely new terrian.

The intake process at the kirkland facility has been one of blatant torture.

kirkland reception center forcibly cut M
alik's locs off to further force

assim
ilation, and gave them

 nowhere to sleep but the hard floor of a
freezing, crowded cell.

This is what repression looks like. am
eriKKKa understands that m

essages
from

 our prisoners are historically necessary for political m
ovem

ents. The
em

pire slows our m
ovem

ents down first by taking our com
rades from

 the
streets, dwindling our num

bers and isolating the bravest of us as outliers,
and again by taking the m

ost im
portant voices from

 popular discourse.

oregon chose now, after all their state sanctioned
violence did not break me, to make me the problem
of another DOC

, and to attempt to sever the ties
and

 
connections

 
forged

 
in

 
the

 
crucible

 
of

revolutionary love and struggle. 8

This is how
 the system

 tries to stop political prisoners from
 fighting, sever

them
 entirely from

 our struggle, and silence all prisoners from
 speaking

out against system
atic torture.

This is the sam
e system

 that is already strangling our com
rade, tightening

its grip.

8
M

uham
m

ed, “Update From
 South Carolina.”

percentages on their tim
e, and still, they do not have enough beds for the 

people the state persecutes. R&E is three to a cell —
 one on the floor 

because there's only two bunks. 

The food has no nutritional value —
 yesterday's breakfast was bread and 

water. This system
 believing prisoners deserve bread and water is on par 

with this being the Bible belt, the Antebellum
 south, the hom

e of those 
capitalists that sent poor racist whites to defend their ideal form

 of capital 
accum

ulation against the north and were rewarded with Black codes, the 
prisoner leasing program

, and the m
ass incarceration we see today. O

f 
course, they don't even believe we deserve bread and water. W

e're still 
only 3/4 of a hum

an being. W
ork horses that need to be beat, not food. 

They m
ask the racism

 by having a nom
inally all Black staff. That m

eans
nothing. The

 overseers
 of the

 plantation
 are

 just inundated
 and

indoctrinated to do the bare m
inim

um
, not think. They're turnkeys, nothing

m
ore. That's why they do not stop violence, m

uch like pigs on the street
can hide behind the Suprem

e Court decision that ruled they have "no duty
to protect," so can these fascists let stabbings occur, even orchestrate
them

, and
 continue

 on
 overseeing

 the
 plantation. W

ho
 cares about

another Black m
an's death in here? Certainly not those com

ing for a
check. prisons are an otherwise destitute econom

y, providing careers for
those not qualified to work at M

cDonald's —
 which would be m

uch m
ore

respectable. 

Thanks to this transfer and being in R&E, I m
issed the Eid m

eal in oregon 
and could not participate in the one here. The state's repressive tools seek
to break m

e down and eviscerate m
y relationships, but the people who 

love the people, like I, don't break so easily and exist all over the u.s. I 
take state repression as a sign I'm

 doing som
ething right. Anytim

e you 
have the oppressor in a reactionary stance —

 it's good. Their rigidity and 
yearning for consistency is their downfall. 

An anarchist's greatest weapons are their critical thinking skills and 
adaptability. I adapt well. No environm

ent can change m
e or break m

e. So
I'll do here what I do. I'll organize, aggravate and agitate against the state. 
I'll rally com

m
unity. I'll educate. I'll link folks to inside-outside resources 



They'll succeed in m
aking m

e another DO
C's problem

s, at least. But it's 
nothing new as an abolitionist. O

ur rage at the carceral state 
encom

passes ALL prisons. Cuz none are free 'till we ALL are free, 'till ALL 
cages are em

pty, and all prisons are libraries. As a revolutionary, prison is 
just another front for the war. Any prison. 

So I'll fight and resist on this new front, I'll continue to agitate, aggravate, 
and organize against the state. I will NO

T leave O
DO

C alone either. They 
will need to answer for their hole abuses, their hindering of m

y legal 
counsel, turning away visitors without cause or reason. Their blatant, 
racist political persecution. And their hope that sending m

e across the u.s. 
to the south would see m

e as a fish out of water —
 but I can swim

 
anywhere. Anywhere the people are, I'll build com

m
unity, through love, 

rage, and solidarity. 

O
DO

C did not like m
y cross racial study group. They didn't like the 

education of the people because they prefer slaves. But to break free from
the slave m

entality, one m
ust be ACUTELY aware of being one. That's 

why education is the cornerstone to giving the people the tools to liberate 
them

selves. M
ilitancy without education is wanton aggression. Political 

education without m
ilitancy is all theory —

 academ
ic. To forge both is to 

create a weapon m
ost deadly against the state. So O

DO
C created a 

fictitious reason to put m
e in the hole, then created an in-house RICO

 
charge because the other wouldn't stick. They painted the blog and 
fundraiser as racketeering and spreading propaganda. The DR (I wish I 
still had it) was as ridiculous as the RICO

 charge on the Stop Cop City 
siblings. They wrote it in such a way to convince their superiors I was a 
threat to be sent away. 

No one gets sent FRO
M

 oregon to south carolina, one of the m
ost 

dangerous DO
C's in this fascist carceral state. The Lee County riots saw 

twenty one dead, forty five injured. This prison system
 has one of the 

worst overcrowding in the country. The intake and reception process takes
up to 180 days —

 I've heard people be here longer —
 because they don't 

have any bed space. They get bed space when som
eone is killed. Each 

soul carted off from
 R&E [Reception and Evaluation] to their prison is 

replacing a dead one. They passed an overcrowding act to let out 
nonviolent people. They m

ake everyone eligible for parole and do 

Timeline
 

RAM
ADAN BEGINS: FEBRUARY 18th, 2026

W
ell past dawn, EO

CI serves M
uslim

 prisoners rotten food. W
hen 

prisoners speak out, the kitchen coordinator retaliates by cutting 
necessary nutrients from

 m
eals.

For a few
 weeks, M

alik had been studying political books with fellow
prisoners.

FEBRUARY 20th
M

alik publicizes EO
CI's abuses and dem

ands edible food and dignity for 
M

uslim
 prisoners. 

M
ARCH 2nd

As punishm
ent for publicizing abuse, EO

CI throws M
alik in solitary 

confinem
ent and puts them

 on "Security Threat M
anagem

ent" and "Loss 
of Privileges" (STM

 LO
P). This m

eans:

•No phone calls

•No visits

•No receiving letters

•No access to their belongings

•No access to com
m

issary (can't buy them
selves supplies or 

food)

•No out-of-cell tim
e 

•No attending program
s offered by the prison



M
ARCH 11th

M
alik is brought to a hearing where they are told (for the first tim

e) they 
are on day nine of serving a 14-day sanction, and they will be released 
from

 solitary after. 

M
ARCH 16th

EO
CI does not release M

alik from
 solitary, instead they are on an "STM

-
hold." This supposedly m

eans they will be held indefinitely, without 
recourse. Lieutenant Richm

ond of the "STM
 unit" will m

eet with M
alik the 

next day to discuss.

M
ARCH 17th

No m
eeting occurs. They're left com

pletely in the dark.

M
ARCH 18th

The prison keeps M
alik in solitary during Eid, so they m

iss the celebration 
with their fellow prisoners.

M
ARCH 20th

M
alik is finally allowed a phone call. EO

CI superintendent, David Pedro,
sits in the room

 for the entire conversation. He also lim
its M

alik's access
to literature to two zines and two books at a tim

e, and inform
s them

 that
they are banned from

 their studies with other prisoners. M
alik will not be

allowed any m
ore calls before they are trafficked.

M
ARCH 23rd

oregon departm
ent of “corrections” officers (CO

s) tell M
alik that the STM

unit "doesn't want them
 to have anything."

M
ARCH 25th

M
alik writes to friends and fam

ily, requesting press interviews.

M
ARCH 27th

M
alik begins a hunger strike (with no access to their support team

). They
put a sign in their window to say they don't want food trays.

Friends and fam
ily travel to see M

alik, but the prison denies visitation.

"PRISON IS JUST
ANOTHER FRONT”

This Essay was published on M
alik M

uham
m

ed’s blog on M
ay 7

th, 2026
and written on April 22

nd, titled “Update from
 South Carolina.”

The Biden adm
in's fascist state propagated prosecution of m

e to "appear
as hard on left wing extrem

ists as the right." This kicked off the politicized
nature of m

y case. A "Black, M
uslim

, m
ilitant, extrem

ist dom
estic terror

threat," as m
y FBI profile says. I've been designated a "doom

ed m
an" in

the words of G
eorge Jackson, long before the FBI did so. Born poor,

Black, and M
uslim

, twenty five was the average age we'd m
ake it to,

before being dead or in jail. The fascist state's system
s of oppression

orchestrate the dem
ise of doom

ed m
en, wom

en, and children like this,
daily, for fun. They love their controlled and m

anipulated statistics.

I'm
 no one to be controlled. O

DO
C [oregon departm

ent of Corrections] 
found that out, clear and present. No m

atter the hole they put m
e in, nor 

the length of tim
e they put m

e there, I do not capitulate. Nor does the 
com

m
unity of love and solidarity and rage I have. The people who fight 

the state because resistance IS essence, because the people are what 
m

atter, their love endures. oregon chose now —
 after all their state 

sanctioned violence did not break m
e —

 to m
ake m

e the problem
 of 

another DO
C, and to attem

pt to sever the ties and connections forged in 
the crucible of revolutionary love and struggle. 



ين حرة
فلسط

O
DO

C blocks one person from
 speaking to M

alik entirely.

M
ARCH 30th

M
alik vanishes from

 O
DO

C records. Their whereabouts and status are 
hidden from

 their friends, fam
ily, and legal team

. 

Friends and fam
ily search tirelessly for them

, calling num
erous 

governm
ent agencies. No answers.

APRIL 2nd
Local independent journalism

 collective, W
e W

ill Free Us, calls various
O

DO
C offices. No answers.

APRIL 6th
M

alik's nam
e reappears at m

idnight, on a SCDO
C registry.

Later, friends and fam
ily receive a letter from

 colum
bia, south carolina. In 

it, M
alik details horrific abuse: their locs cut off, forced to sleep on the 

cold, concrete floor of a packed cell, and thousands of dollars in debt to 
the prison system

.

APRIL 13th
A local lawyer is denied attem

pting to visit M
alik.

No one gets sent FR
OM

 oregon to south carolina,
one of the most dangerous DOC's in this fascist
carceral state. T

he Lee C
ounty R

iots saw twenty
one dead, forty five injured. 

T
his

 
prison

 
system

 
has

 
one 

of
 
the 

worst
overcrowding in

 the country. T
he intake and

—
reception process takes up to 180 days 

 I've
—

heard people be here longer 
 because they don't

have any bed space. 

T
hey get bed space when someone is killed. 9

9
M

uham
m

ed, “Update From
 South Carolina.”



interstate compacted.
W

hen they were initially fighting their case, M
alik was frequently shuffled

all over between federal facilities and county jails to coerce them
 into

accepting a deal. This is known am
ongst prisoners as a federal bureau of

prisons practice known as “diesel therapy,” an ironic nam
e for a torture

practice.

—
T
he county jail sucks, every single one

imagine
prison guards who think they're cops and heroes
and better than you, and multiply that by 10,000,
give 'em

 badges, guns, deputize them
 and tell

—
themselves

 
they're 

better 
than

 
everyone

plus,
worse

 
living

 
conditions. 

W
ith

 
an

 
overworked,

underpaid litigator, you're likely to speak with them
once a month. 10

The prison coerced them
 into rem

aining in oregon to stop the torture. This 
is why M

alik was recently trafficked under the authority of the Interstate 
Com

pact, instead of the bureau of prisons, even though they have federal 
charges.

The prison coerced them
 into rem

aining in oregon to stop the torture. This
is why M

alik was recently trafficked under the authority of the Interstate

10
M

alik M
uham

m
ed, “Hole Thoughts: Reflections and Rants From

 Segregation,” M
alik 

Speaks (blog), April 7, 2024.

fronts and public spaces. M
em

bers of the internal colonies are told to go
peacefully when abducted into a system

 that throws us into unm
arked

graves under the jail and tells our fam
ilies we ran away.

Norm
alizing this horrifying reality we live in enables the suffering caused

by pigs and the prison just by nature of giving them
 access to our

com
m

unities, by dem
anding they “do their job,” or carry out “justice.”

Norm
alizing this reality legitim

izes am
eriKKKa as an authority, as if any

idea of safety we think we know
 now

 is only thanks to its threats of
violence.

am
eriKKKas barbarism

 renders proper channels as m
erely dressing the

state uses to quell dissent, m
eanwhile prisoners suffer while their fam

ilies
often navigate near-useless m

azes without end.

M
eanwhile, jurisdictions all over am

eriKKKa
 are

 m
andated

 to
 work

together through one fascist backend. Efficiency at any cost.

W
e cannot prioritize the legal system

 as the safe, the low
 risk, the

"green" option. It has always been a line up towards the grave.

Every act of repression is a threat of future violence.

Daily life in am
eriKKKa norm

alizes system
ic violence and fosters inaction.

And every second that passes, the prison escalates: Sim
ple, disruptive

pressure
 tactics are

 m
et with

 torture, and
 brutal repression. Blatant

m
urder attem

pts across prisons painted as m
edical neglect. The zionist

entity has given itself the perm
ission to m

urder Palestinian prisoners
through laws it enforces on land it stole through catastrophe.

Political prisoners face a form
idable front.

There is no passive way to prepare for the curfews we know
 all too well

are com
ing, the door knocks, the raids, the “sm

oke curling black against
the daylight sky.”

W
e m

ust becom
e form

idable.

The prisons are escalating.

It’s tim
e we do too!



AMERIKKKA HAS 6-7 MILLION PEOPLE UNDER
PRISON SURVEILLANCE: IN MIGRANT CAMPS,
PRISONS, JAILS, PROBATION AND PAROLE.

Trafficking is a strategy am
eriKKKa has long used to subjugate Black and

Brown people. The trafficking of Leqaa, Rashid, M
alik and so m

any others
show how this is not a colonial legacy but a practice that never retired.

M
any speak out against the Trum

p adm
inistration; they often do not speak

out against am
eriKKKa, nevertheless support the actions needed to bring

down
 the

 settler-colony. Settlers
 m

arch
 and

 chant, “This
 is

 what
dem

ocracy looks like.”

The reason we write this is sim
ple, despite m

any understanding that the
effects of chattel slavery still exist through prisons and policing, it rem

ains
a widely uncontested function of society.

And, this is substantiated by the fact that am
eriKKKa is erecting racialized

detention cam
ps across the country, and they are not destroyed. They are

widely condem
ned, sure, but they still stand.

They still stand because the prison still stands.

police
 and

 prisons
 are

 rendered
 different concepts

 from
 ICE

altogether, even though “local jails obscure and facilitate m
ass deportation

under Trum
p.” Nearly half of ICE

 abductions are
 facilitated

 by local
jails. W

e
 know they

 are
 just as

 capable
 of kidnapping

 our loved
ones, taking them

 away, m
urdering them

, and have done it the entire
tim

e they’ve had a badge.

There
 are

 pleas
 and

 petitions
 for local police

 agencies
 to

 arrest
im

m
igration

 agents
 as

 if these
 forces

 are
 not an

 active
 part of

am
eriKKKa’s

 500
 year tradition

 of oppressive
 violence. police

 are
welcom

e to drive their cars through m
ost neighborhoods, enter store

Com
pact, instead of the bureau of prisons, even though they have federal

charges.

Transfers, arrests, and investigations triggered by the com
pact's rules are

also executed by local and state law
 enforcem

ent agencies, just like fed
bop diesel therapy. All institutionalized m

ilitias founded in slave-catching
and enforcing capital interests.

The interstate com
pact for "adult offender" supervision (ICAO

S) was
enacted in 2002, a binding contract between am

eriKKKan states and
territories to ensure that when prisoners cross jurisdictional lines, they are
surveilled the entire tim

e. The ICAO
S

 com
m

ission was created at the
sam

e tim
e to oversee transfers and prisoner m

ovem
ent between state

facilities, and enforce the com
pact with sanctions if needed.

The com
m

ission is essentially a federal bureau that has the ability to write
and pass laws that supersede all lower jurisdictions, since "the agreem

ent
created

 a
 com

pact that m
ust be

 construed
 as

 federal law." The
com

m
ission

 also
 runs

 a
 data

 base
 surveilling

 the
 m

ovem
ent of

incarcerated people across state lines called ICO
TS.

Practice note text excerpt. Interstate Com
m

ission for Adult Offender Supervision
Bench-Book, "1-5. Effect of the ICAOS on the States," n.d.,

In 2025 alone, the com
m

ission passed 19 new am
endm

ents. The 2025 
am

endm
ents sped up transfer procedures, strengthening the 

com
m

ission’s rule m
aking and enforcem

ent powers. Transfers are even 
faster, and harder to contest.

In
 an

 ICAO
S

 training
 video, Suzanne

 Brooks, Education
 and

Im
plem

entation M
anager for the National O

ffice, says that these new



am
endm

ents m
ake transfers and interstate surveillance "a lot easier and

cleaner, especially when you're dealing with your external stakeholders
that are involved in this process." 11

At the sam
e tim

e, local governm
ent serves to be only a bureaucratic

barrier for prisoners, fram
ed as channels that prisoners are expected to

navigate to challenge abuse.

The am
eriKKKan em

pire, an authoritarian regim
e, creates the idea that it’s

decentralized
 to

 m
aintain

 the
 idea

 that it is
 representative

 of the
“dem

ocracy” it prom
ises.

The ICAO
S com

m
ission can be pointed at to articulate why revolutionaries

reject am
eriKKKan electoralism

 at any level; local governm
ents are fronts

for m
ythic am

eriKKKan dem
ocracy, legitim

izing fascism
 while serving as

active oppressors and overseers.

W
hat this illustrates is that “sm

all” governm
ents across am

eriKKKa each
have their own rules, their own front end, with governm

ent agencies and
abuse

 hotlines presented
 to

 the
 people

 as the
 “proper” m

ethod
 of

challenging injustice. 

W
hen we are forcibly taken across jurisdictions by the state, we are

expected
 to

 learn
 the

 new
 rules, follow

 them
, and

 adapt to
 new

jurisdictions
 by

 retaining
 new

 legal counsel if necessary, all while
incarcerated

 
and

 
cut

 
off

 
from

 
the

 
outside

 
world.

W
hile this happens, am

eriKKKan jurisdictions are connected through one,
unified back end, where they can sim

ply pluck our com
rades and place

them
 in m

ore surveilled areas, purpose-built for repression.

This shows how M
alik's transfer to south carolina, and transfers in general

are not m
erely an act of retaliation, in which one governm

ent sends them
to a m

ore repressive one as a punishm
ent for speaking up, but an

escalation from
 a unified fascist system

 of repression that can quickly
m

obilize against people they deem
 political threats.

11
“2025 Rule Am

endm
ent Training- Decem

ber 2025,” Decem
ber 11, 2025.

Leqaa, like M
alik, was trafficked to separate her from

 her support network
and fam

ily, and to a different jurisdiction with anti-im
m

igration judges.

In February, Leqaa suffered a seizure.

She was hospitalized for three days, in shackles the whole tim
e, while ICE

denied her fam
ily proof of life and withheld her whereabouts from

 her
lawyer. Doctors confirm

ed
 her seizure

 was from
 m

alnutrition, sleep
deprivation, and stress. The m

eals at m
igrant prison cam

ps, like prisons,
lack necessary nutrients; and Leqaa, like Rashid and M

alik, was m
ade to

sleep on concrete floors.

W
hen she stabilized, ICE

 took her back to detention. At her third bond
hearing, her lawyer pleaded with the court that if she wasn't released, she
would likely die.

Twice now, an immigration judge has ordered
Leqaa's

 
release

 
on

 
bond. 

A
nd  

twice, 
the

government has overruled its own judges, exploiting
a rarely used provision to keep her confined. 17

She spent over a year, also sleeping on cold hard floors, denied proper
food, and was prevented from

 practicing her faith. She spent a second
Ram

adan enduring ICE
 torture, finally released on M

arch 16th, 2026,
shortly before Eid.

17
“Justice for Leqaa Kordia!,” Chuffed, 2025, https://chuffed.org/project/freeleqaa.



they organized a public pressure cam
paign he was taken back to virginia

in February of 2026. 16

O
nce prisoners learn they are getting transferred, they know

 they will be
com

pletely cut off from
 the outside world for an undisclosed am

ount of
tim

e. This includes losing access to legal counsel while in transit, and
often during intake at the second location. 

This is less to prevent lawsuits or prisoners' access to legal channels, as
the prison is not very scared of the "justice" system

. W
hat this does is

ensure all com
m

unication avenues including legal counsel are shut down,
so that prisoners cannot get inform

ation to the public through their lawyers
if they lose access to their support team

.

W
hen

 prison
 system

 shuts
 down

 legal or "proper" channels, it
com

m
unicates to us that repression and oppression are the prim

ary
objectives, m

ore so than m
aintaining the façade of a rules based order.

The prison cares m
ore about controlling the oppressed than they do about

giving them
selves perm

ission to control the oppressed. W
e witnessed this

in how the prison escalated further in the wake of the virginia prison crisis.

In other words, it isn’t the prison or police that keep up the lie that they
each generate peace rather than oppressive colonial violence: it is the
settlers who legitim

ize it as necessary for peace, norm
alize the violence,

and m
aintain the façade. In that way, settlers are a prison.

W
e witnessed this dynam

ic on full display when im
m

igration and custom
s

enforcem
ent (ICE) targeted Palestinian people after the Student Intifada.

ICE targeted Leqaa after a protest against colum
bia university's support

for the zionist settler-colony; The zionist entity has m
urdered over 200

m
em

bers of her fam
ily as it continues its genocidal bom

bardm
ent of G

aza.

The New York police departm
ent provided ICE with Leqaa’s inform

ation.

She was abducted and then taken 1,500 m
iles from

 her hom
e in new

jersey to ICE's Prairieland m
igrant prison cam

p in Texas. The facility like
m

ost prisons is intentionally overcrowded, and known for m
edical neglect,

and unsanitary facilities.

16
Christopher Folk, “Ekong Eshiet Back in Virginia,” Prison Radio, February 3, 2026.

This shows how the em
pire uses political prisoners as perpetual exam

ples
to ensure they rem

ain isolated; The state did not stop using M
alik as an

exam
ple after incarcerating them

, just as M
alik did not stop being a part of

our m
ovem

ent. This shows us the dual nature of repression: Every act of
repression aim

s to set an exam
ple, m

eaning that every act of repression
is a threat of future violence.

W
hen the state escalates against our com

rades inside, it's flashing its
guns at all of us. It’s threatening all of us. 

W
e prove to the state that these threats work, every day the prison is left

standing.



A Pattern of Escalation
M

alik’s transfer wasn’t an anom
aly, but the state follow

 through on its
m

any threats.

O
ver a

 year ago, Rashid
 Johnson

 was
 also interstate

 transferred,
"interstate com

pacted", to south carolina
 after he exposed the virginia

prison crisis: a wave of self-im
m

olations protesting the system
ic torture,

retaliation, starvation, and
 severe

 m
edical neglect at virginia’s

 two
superm

ax prisons, red onion and wallens ridge. 12

Rashid's hands and feet were shackled as south carolina "corrections"
officers trafficked him

 across state lines from
 red onion—

in the back of an
em

pty steel van, with no seats or seatbelts.

The pigs severely injured Rashid's leg, by driving erratically at high
speeds and throwing him

 against the van's steel walls.

He
 was kept at kirkland

 reception
 center for a

 day, before
 being

transferred again to Perry "corrections" Institution in south carolina. He
was im

m
ediately thrown in conditions of solitary confinem

ent that he
describes as "downright m

edieval."

The cem
ent cell, with no bed, was coated with an insecticide m

eant for
outdoor use only. Inhaling poisoned air, Rashid developed a severe

12
Rashid Johnson, “I NO

W
 FACE RETALIATIO

N AND CENSO
RSHIP FO

R 
REPO

RTING
 PRISO

N ABUSES,” Prison Radio, M
arch 20, 2025

respiratory infection that had to be m
edically treated. W

hen he requested
a bed to sleep on, pigs brought one that reeked of hum

an feces.

Rashid later developed a tooth infection that the prison refused to treat,
leaving him

 to both coordinate private dental care and pay for it out of
pocket to avoid septic shock.

A
t every turn I've suffered abuse and blatant

attempts on my life. 13

M
ultiple prisoners who engaged in acts of protest or reveal abuse to the

public were system
atically tortured and silenced through the interstate

com
pact. Ekong Eshiet and Dem

etrius W
allace are two prisoners am

ong
at least six who set them

selves on fire in protest of the horrific conditions
at red onion and had to be treated for third degree burns, with Dem

etrius
needing a 14-day hospitalization and a skin graft. Both, like Rashid,
exposed the virginia prison crisis by getting personal testim

ony out of the
prison

 walls and
 were

 transferred
 to

 indiana
 and

 m
aine

 afterword.
Describing the racialized torture at red onion, Ekong said,

I don't mind setting myself on fire again...

T
his time, I

 would set my whole body on fire
[

]
before I

 have to stay 
in solitary confinement

and do the rest of my time up here. 14

In early 2025 Ekong was taken from
 virginia to indiana and was thrown in

long term
 solitary confinem

ent, further m
ental and physical torture m

eant
to silence, or kill him

.

UPRO
AR

 (Uniting prisoners' Relatives, O
rganizing Against Repression)

was founded in direct response to the virginia prison crisis, 15 and after

13
Rashid Johnson, “M

Y RETALIATIO
N AND ABUSE CO

NTINUES IN SO
UTH 

CARO
LINA PRISO

NS UNDER INTERSTATE CO
M

PACT,” W
isconsin Bail O

ut the 
People M

ovem
ent, January 1, 2026

14
https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/news/2025/jan/15/six-set-them

selves-fire-virginia-
prison-2024/
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AR, M
ay 23, 2025.


